CRONJE'S SURRENDER
him by that name, or to imagine that the duties of the staff can be properly carried out.
During the investment of Cronje we were sometimes very short of food, for, in addition to the difficulties experienced in bringing up the supply columns, De Wet had a few days before swooped down upon one of our convoys at Waterval Drift and captured about 180 wagon loads of supplies as well as some 500 slaughter oxen. On the first night of our arrival at Paardeberg our mess was without food of any kind until Lord Roberts, hearing of our plight, and with his characteristic kindness, sent us the remains of a leg of mutton, which was apparently all that his own mess possessed. In the darkness I clumsily allowed my share of it to fall to the ground, but my hunger was much too keen to allow me to be " put off" by the sand and other disagreeable and unknown things with which, when I retrieved it, and resumed my meal, I found the bone to be covered. We had no bread, and for several days were on half rations of biscuits, while we were not much better off for water. The Modder was certainly close at hand, but as dead animals from the enemy's laager higher up stream were constantly to be seen, and smelt, floating down, or caught up by the branches overhanging its banks, this means of quenching one's thirst was not pleasant.
We found plenty to do while at Paardeberg, as numerous deserters drifted in from the laager and had to be examined ; we had to watch the commandos hovering about in the vicinity with the intention of lending Cronje a hand to break out; and there were many reports to be investigated of Boer reinforcements being sent from Cape Colony and Ladysmith. An interesting occupation was to arrive at an estimate regarding the strength of the force Cronje had with him, the best calculation we could make being 5000 men and 8 guns. The number actually amounted, when the surrender took place, to 3919 fighting men and 5 guns, to which of course should be added the deserters who had meanwhile given themselves up or had escaped through our lines.
The Boers hoisted the white flag soon after sunrise on the ayth, and about seven o'clock Cronje was brought in to
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